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ficiently particular to enable me to speak with certainty on this point, I am 
inclined to believe these intervals of absence are at regular hoars of the day. 
I have seen them two miles distant, in pursuit of insects, which their now large 
numbers have probably rendered scarce in this more immediate vicinity." 



Dr. B. H. Coates read a notice of the antiquity of the use of Tin, 
mentioning its importation from Britain by the Phoenicians, and in- 
ferring from passages cited from Homer that it was regarded at a 
very early period as a precious metal. The communication was re- 
ferred to Mr. Thomas Fisher, Mr. Phillips, and Dr. Elwyn. 

Dr. Leidy read a paper, intended for publication in the Proceed- 
ings, describing some new entozoa. Referred to Dr. Hallowell, Dr. 
Morton, and Mr. H. C. Lea. 



January 2&th. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Committee on Mr. Richard C. Taylor's paper, read Jan. 7th, 
reported in favor of Publication in the Journal. 

The Recording Secretary read the following Report for the year 
1850. 

REPORT 

OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY 

For 1850. 

It is customary for the Recording Secretary to submit his report at the last 
meeting of the year, but unavoidable absence from home rendered it impossi- 
ble for me to offer it before this time. 

Nine members and eight correspondents have been elected, and four members 
have died, to-wit: — the venerable and esteemed Alexander Maclure : Dr. Wil- 
liam Gambel, who was not less remarkable for the goodness of his heart than 
for the cultivation of his mind ; our lamented Vice President, Dr. Robert 
Egelsfeld Griffith, whose amiability and generosity not less than his great 
acquirements, have rendered his loss severe ; and the first elected President of 
the Institution, Dr. Gerard Troost, who has passed away after a long life de- 
voted to the pursuit of science. 

By comparing the list of the Society published October 1, 1848, with subse- 
quent changes, there appear to have been elected up to this time 250 members 
and 543 correspondents, amounting in all to 793. 

It does not appear that the institution was ever so prosperous. The average 
attendance at the meetings has been large, and many objects have been zeal- 
ously pursued. Many communications of great interest have been made, as 
the publication of the Proceedings and the Journal will establish. 
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I trust that I may be pardoned for suggesting that the prosperity of the 
Academy might be still farther extended, if the system of introducing strangers 
to the ordinary meetings were more general. A taste for the pursuit of science 
might thus be cultivated, and the Society enlarged by some very excellent 
additions. 

During the year the By-Laws have been amended as follows: Chapt. 6, Art. 1. 
There shall be sixteen standing committees, (instead of fifteen, as before the 
amendment); so that the committee on mineralogy and geology be divided. 

Besides several minor communications, the following have been made during 
the year. Four by Mr. John Cassin, entitled, Descriptions of new species of 
birds, specimens of which are in the collection of the Acad. Nat. Sci. of Phila- 
delphia, (6 species) published in Proceedings ; Descriptions of new species of 
birds of the genera Paradisea, Pastor, and Buceros, and a proposition to rename 
others of the genera Alcyone and Hirundo, (5 species described) published in 
Proceedings ; Descriptions of the new species of Birds collected by Mr. John G. 
Bell in California, (7 species described) published in Proceedings ; Notice of an 
American species of Duck hitherto regarded as identical with the Oidemia 
fusca, (Linn.) published in Proceedings. One by Mr. T. A. Conrad, entitled, 
Descriptions of new species of Fresh water Shells, (10 species) published in 
Proceedings. One by Mr. James Deane, On the Fossil footprints of Connecti- 
cut River, which was published in the Journal. One by Dr. Lewis R. Gibbes, 
Catalogue of the Crustacea in the Cabinet of A. N. S., with notes on the most 
remarkable, together with Additions and Observations by the Committee to 
whom the foregoing was referred, published in the Proceedings. One by S. S. 
Haldeman, Report on the progress of Entomology in the L T . S. One by Mr. A. 
C. Harris, On the existence of the Ibis religiosa on the Nile. One by Mr. T. C. 
Henry, of Albany, on two fishes from Oswego Lake. Twelve by Dr. Joseph 
Leidy, as follows: — Observations and remarks on Entophyta in livinganimals 
and on the theory of generation ; Observations accompanying numerous elab- 
orate drawings of new entophyta in animals; Remarks on the existence of crys- 
tals within animal organic cells ; on eight new Amercan species of Annelida 
abranchia, (Journal); on new species of Entophyta growing within animals, 3 
species; describing two new species of Infusorial Entozoa; descriptions of some 
nematoid Entozoa infesting insects ; observations on two new genera of Mam- 
malian fossils, Eucrotaphus Jacksoni, and Archseotherium Mortoni; descriptions 
of three Filarise ; on the nettling organs of Hydra; descriptions of new genera of 
Vermes (6) ; on some bones of Rhinoceros nebraskensis, &c, received from the 
Smithsonian Institute. Three by Dr. Morton, one very full communication (of 
which parts were made at various times) in continuation of his paper on the size 
of the brain in the various races of man ; on the value of the word species in 
Zoology; on the antiquity of some races of dogs. One by Theodore F. Moss, de- 
scription of a new Carpolite from Arkansas. One by Prof. David Dale Owen, and 
J. G. Norwood, and John Evans, notice of fossil remains brought by Mr. Evans 
from the Mauvaises Terres or Bad Lands of White River, 150 miles west of the 
Missouri, published in Journal. One by Prof. David Dale Owen, and B. F. Shu- 
mard, M. D., description often new species of Crinoidea from the subcarbonifer- 
ous limestone of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, 1848— 9, (Journal). One by Mr. 
R. C. Taylor, Meteorological table and notes on the climate on the east coast of 
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the Isthmus of Panama, Port Royal in Jamaica, and on the voyage to New York. 
One by Dr. J. K. Townsend, describing a new species of American wolf, Lupus 
gigas, Townsend, of North America, published in Journal. 

It may not be improper, while enumerating the communications, to direct 
attention to a letter from Dr. Joel Y. Shelly, accompanying fossil remains of 
a supposed saurian found in Upper Milford, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania. 
Although not personally acquainted with this locality, it is believed to belong 
to a formation anterior to the coal, and it may be coeval with the period of the 
fossil foot prints in red sandstone described by Dr. A. T. King in Proceedings 
for December 1844, and December, 1845. If this supposition be correct these 
are probably very old and interesting remains of vertebrate animals and are 
therefore deserving of attention. 

It seems improper to close a notice of the records, without briefly adverting 
to the very large portion of them occupied by mere lists of the munificent do- 
nations received throughout the year. The constant liberality with which so 
many of the wants of the Academy are supplied, must be a rich source of grati- 
tude in the hearts of all its friends, and while an exquisite and high toned 
delicacy on the part of a distinguished benefactor forbids me to breathe his 
name, his generous gifts are appreciated among our richest treasures. All 
which is respectfully submitted by 

Samuel Powel, 

Philadelphia, January 28/A, 1851. Recording Secretary. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 

John Jordan, Jr., Esq., and B. Howard Rand, M. D., of Phila- 
delphia, were elected Members of the Academy. 

Election of Standing Committees for 1851. 

The following committees on the various departments of Science, 
&c, were elected to serve for the year 1851. 

Ethnology, S. G. Morton, J. S. Phillips, J. C. Fisher ; Comparative 
Anatomy' and General Zoology, Joseph Leidy, E. Hallowell, B. H. 
Coates ; Mammalogy, S. G. Morton, S. W. Woodhouse, R. Kilving- 
ton ; Ornithology, E. Harris, John Cassin, J. K. Townsend ; Herpe- 
tology and Ichthyology, E. Hallowell, John Cassin, W. Keller ; Con- 
chology, T. A. Conrad, T. B. Wilson, H. C. Lea ; Entomology and 
Crustacea, S. S. Haldeman, R. Bridges, W. S. Zantzinger ; Botany, 
R. Bridges, W. S. Zantzinger, Gavin Watson ; Palwontology, T. A. 
Conrad, T. B. Wilson, Joseph Leidy ; Geology, R. C. Taylor, T. F. 
Moss, Samuel Powel ; Mineralogy, J. Price Wetherill, S. Ashmead, 
W. S. Vaux ; Physics, J. S. Phillips, J. C. Fisher, Thos. Fisher ; 
Library, R. Bridges, T. B. Wilson, J. Lambert ; Proceedings, 8. G. 
Morton, W. S. Zantzinger, Joseph Leidy. 

February 4th. 
Dr. Morton, President, in the Chair. 
A letter was read from Prof. C. U. Shepard, dated Charleston, 
S. C, January 20, 1851, presenting his thanks for the fragment of the 



